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Dwelling Securely in 2016 

Scott Swartzendruber 

 

Some would say that we are facing unprecedented challenges in 

our lives, world, churches, and within our Christian witness due to 

an erosion of a deep and abiding faith in Christ.  That being said, 

as we look back in history, there have been other times in which 

life was so complicated and confusing that people struggled to 

find hope, promise, and security.   

As we enter into a new year, I find great hope and assurance in the 

words of Proverbs 1:33, “He who listens to me will dwell secure.”  

In the New Testament, we see that Jesus makes it clear that His 

words, when heeded, are the only things that can bring hope, 

promise, and security.  I could make a fairly long list of things that 

make me feel very insecure right now in my life, and my guess is 

many of you could do the same.  However, as we live with uncer-

tainties, the challenge for all of us as we begin a new year is to 

reaffirm the fact that Jesus really does have the words to help us 

live in confidence, love, and security even though things are seem-

ingly flying apart all around us.   

I want to take this opportunity to give thanks to God for His lead-

ing in our personal lives and within our church community during 

2015.  Also, I want to give God praise for the work of the Holy 

Spirit that helps us in all situations live with love, joy, peace, pa-

tience, goodness, kindness, gentleness, and self-control.  None of 

us can live a Spirit-filled life on our own.  It is only through the 

grace and saving power of Jesus Christ that we can be a people 

and a church that glorifies God in all things.  My prayer is that as 

we go into 2016, we would always ask ourselves, is what we are 

saying or doing bringing glory to God?  I find I am a different 

kind of a Christian if I think in terms of wanting all that I do and 

say to bring glory to our precious Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   

 

May we all dwell securely in Christ in 2016!  



“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder, and His name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace” Isaiah 9:6  
 
In the chapters leading up to chapter 9, there is a significant 
question posed for Isaiah’s people and for us: Will God restore 
His people? Will He save us? God’s answer is recorded in Isai-
ah 9:1-7. Although we deserve contempt, there will be a day 
when those who hope in God will be made glorious. Light will 
overcome darkness. The oppressor will be brought to justice. 
Needless violence will cease. Fruitfulness will abound. And all 
of this will come about through a child born to be King. God 
will be faithful to his covenant with David in 2 Sam. 7:16, and 
the throne of David’s offspring will be “established forever.”  
 
Humanity is hopeless and in need of God, the very God we 
have rejected, to save us; but the rejection of God by God’s 
people does not defeat him. His zeal for his glory overcomes 
the failure of sin through the most unexpected means: God pro-
vides a child to be our rescuer. I love the names used to de-
scribe our rescuing child.  
 
“And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor.” These 
two words are actually a single word in the original language, 
carrying the idea of “one who counsels wonderful things” or 
someone who is “wonderful in counsel.” This child King will 
offer wondrous counsel, counsel that is trustworthy and wise. 
 
We are rescued by a child King who is called Mighty God. The 
Hebrew word ‘el gibbor means “God Hero” or “a heroic God.” 
Jesus will be our Heroic God. Humanity is so desperate, and its 
only hope is in a child, but that child is enough. He will save us! 
Jesus will rule with superhuman, supernatural wisdom and 
strength. He is our Mighty God, our “Heroic God”. 
 
We are rescued by an Everlasting Father or, literally, the 
“Father of Eternity.” This describes the King not as a possessor 
of the attribute of eternity but rather as one who continually acts 
as a father to his people for all of eternity. Our child King res-
cuer is our Father and will always be our Father. He will faith-
fully, relentlessly, and continually treat us as sons and daugh-
ters. He is our forever Father! 

We are rescued by the Prince of Peace. The child King will re-
store and perpetuate peace, distinguishing himself from the 
mass of earthly kings and princes who have delighted in power, 
conquest and blood. Jesus’ kingdom is rooted in peace, both 
offering it and producing it. Our child King rescues us and pro-
vides a Kingdom of peace.   
 
God’s word continually reminds us that our rescuer, our solace, 
our all is Christ. Those of us who, by God’s grace, have called 
upon the name of the Lord and have been given the name of 
Christ, have been saved from an eternity apart from God, but 
we are still broken We still need Jesus to redeem every part of 
our lives. The child King was sent and accomplished what was 
necessary to redeem us. Colossians 3:3 states, “For you have 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” I am afraid 
that sometimes we spend too much time with Christ hidden in 
us rather than us being hidden in Him. 
 
So what does it look like when Jesus rules as King in our lives? 
How do I know if I am truly submitted to King Jesus and His 
rule? Colossians 3:12-14 states, “Put on then, as God’s chosen 
ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humili-
ty, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one 
has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all 
these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony.” 
 

During this Christmas season, may we remember the greatness 

of the child King that came and the grandness of His purpose. 

May His humility and sacrifice, the expression of His tremen-

dous love for us, renew our gratitude to God for all He has giv-

en us. Then may that thankfulness compel us to worship the 

Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 

and the Prince of Peace, and willingly and joyfully submit to his 

rule in our lives. May the rescuing child King truly claim the 

throne of our hearts. Thank you, King Jesus! 

Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage,  

or 80 or more years of life 

Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church directory. 

Birthday: 

Gladys Gnagey,    January 16 

E. Gene Miller,     January 19 

Ida Yoder,             January 25 

Mildred Peachey,  January 27 

And His Name Shall be Called 
Josh Lundberg 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%203.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%203.12-14

